THE  HALF THE WORLD

Companies, and Armenians. So many skilled scientists
suckled at the breast of Isfahan that she became known as
the Half the World. Chardin, in the seventeenth century,
described splendour of which much had disappeared two
hundred years later. Her size at that time may be gauged
from a writer who compared her with Paris, when the
houses were "so high that you would swear they were all
built for astrologers." Of ten gates, one was the Gate of
the Deaf, for upon the outskirts lived deaf people; another,
the Gate of Prosperity. Both have since been lost in
crumbled time.

The golden age of the city centred round the reign of
Shah Abbas, the most powerful prince of the Suffavean
dynasty, contemporary with Queen Elizabeth of England.
When he captured Laer and Ormuz, he forsook Kazvin
and Sultania, and removed his capital to Isfahan. He
sent to China for instructors in porcelain making, to tile
the mosques. Much of the finest art of true Persian style
is attributed to his reign. Don ,Juan wrote that ten
thousand shops flourished in the city, which boasted the
first striking clock in Persia.

In those days the Vizier was called the Great Porter
of the Empire, because he carried upon his shoulders the
entire weight of responsibility. He was the most important
man in the kingdom, second only to the Shah, yet he
acknowledged himself the most abject of the royal slaves.
Next cajne the General Commanding the Kurdish troops,
who were selected from Tartars and armed with bows and
arrows. Third ranked the Commandant of the Georgians
and other white slaves; then the General of Musqueteers,
who were strong men both mounted and on foot; then the
Great Master of the Household, followed by the Master
of the Horse.

The Chehel Situn, the Hall of the Forty Pillars, was
the first place to which Rumi took us.

"Forty is well favoured in our history,3* he began.